The Incredible PC. 


Increase 
pro ductiv it y Home Office Sales 
and and Rental to a the home computer 


e ofe 
profitability user: we packages that offer incredible 
alue and backed by Incredible Home Office 
for your’ ‘ 


Built by Incredible 


Sales and Rental’s service and reliability, 


home business 
with Incredible 


you'll find it an Incredible PC too. 


value PC 
packages 


4 George Place, Artarmon, NSW 2064. Tel (02) 9427 8444, Fax (02) 9418 3399. 
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Operations Manager: 
Melissa Down 


Corporate Partnerships Manager: 


Gary Pearse 
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hen the final whistle sounded 

against Carlton last Sunday giving 

us our inaugural Ericsson Cup win, a 
huge weight was lifted from our shoulders. 


Beating last years grand finalists and the 


for us, especially after our poor start. — 


there great expectations on every player of 


The pressure did not come from anyone in 


particular, it was just an enormous sense of ; 


occasion and excitement, which got the better 
of a lot of people. Z 


| was feeling more nervous than usual before 
that first match against Sydney Olympic. 


| have played in front of some big crowds all 
around the world, but never one that was so 
passionate and wanted so much for the team 
to start off on the right foot. ij 


The occasion got the better of us in the 
opening match and against Perth we were a 
little too pumped up. 


Defeating Carlton has put all that hype into 
perspective for the players. 


We love the attention and excitement which ; 
: tirelessly for the full 90 minutes. 


has been generated. The atmosphere at North 


eo 


eo 


Sydney Oval for the first match is something we 
want to see at every home match, but we now 
have to concentrate on playing. 


Our primary job is to win football games and 
now that we are off the mark we can get down 
to business. If we keep on winning, I’m sure 


: each and every one of you will enjoy coming 
: back to North Sydney Oval. 

competition leaders 2-1 away is a huge result : 
« In the lead up to the Carlton match we were 


Be * conscious we had to work on our discipline. 
The build-up to this season was terrific, but « ; 


* Obviously it is easier to win a match with 11 
: players on the pitch and coach Graham Arnold 
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really hammered the point home. 


Our lack of discipline didn't only stem from the 
three guys sent off in the first two matches. 
There were a number of others who became 
frustrated and gave away silly fouls. 


Carlton has Joe Tricarico sent off at the 14 
minute mark and soon after Mark Rudan 
scored out first goal to level 1-1. Teams cannot 
afford red cards in modern day football. 


Our effort against Carlton was workmanlike. 
We knuckled down and just ran ourselves into 
the ground and it was a great feeling when 
"Rudes' put the winner away in extra time. 


‘Rudes' has to be congratulated for his effort 
after being suspended against Sydney United. 
Not only did he grab both goals but he worked 
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LEWIS 


BY DAVE 


ust when the Spirit needed him most, : 20-year career which began at Tottenham “ aod 
master passer lan Crook has been in the old English first division, A 
reduced to a hobbling bystander. : blossomed at unfashionable Norwich and 


é ~ took a detour to Japan before coming to 
It was a numbing blow for coach Graham ~ #tonthe north’shore. 


Arnold when the Englishman was carried — 

off after just 20 minutes of the 2-0 loss to _ Crook has settled in to life on the upper 
Perth in round two. _ north shore and after spending a short 
time with the likeable lad it's apparent 
that two of his favourite phrases are 
often used when describing life in 
Sydney. 


Crook, who is blessed with a left foot - 
dextrous enough to prise open atin can, ~ 
damaged medial ligaments in his right - 
knee and will be sidelined for at least * 
another two weeks. 


soe 


"It's brilliant, different class," Crook 
says. 


cece 


Described by former England and 
Socceroos coach Terry Venables as "my 
kind of player" and feted by Argentine : 
World Cup star Ossie Ardiles, Crook is a : 
piece of the Spirit jigsaw Arnold can ill : 
afford to lose. : 


seen 


‘Crookie' has brought out his wife Joanne 
and two boys Sean and Sam who have 
quickly adapted to life in Australia. 


While the Crooks were unsure of what to 
* expect from Australian soccer when they 
- arrived, they found the atmosphere at 
- North Sydney Oval ‘brilliant’ at the 
- Ericsson Cup opening match. 


With the team struggling to live up to the 
lofty pre-season expectations prior to 
their come from behind 2-1 over Carlton 


last Sunday, Arnold was pinning his : While Crook might now be in his 


Hse 35-Yanicold ae 3 Helene footballing dotage, only four years ago 
fumes eet 5 Pay ing much needed Venables was poised to hand Crook his 
equilibrium and experience at the back. 


- first England cap until injury intervened. 


ini aan 7 ae eepte "It was disappointing but I've learned not 
AUS Sand Aor VOU call tasty * to dwell'too much on those things," he 


replace guys like him - we're just thankful > Said. "| learned on Cpe ne 


the injury wasnit-as bad as first feared. ~ more lows in football than highs - you 


Up until his recent mishap, Crook has : have to be patient and appreciate the 
stayed remarkably injury-free during a - good times when they arrive." 


NEXT MATCH FRIDAY NOVEMBER 6TH v WOLLONGONG WOLVES. 
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‘ Crook learned the importance of patience during seven 
* years with Spurs where he dwelt in the shadows of Ossie 
: Ardiles, Glenn Hoddle and Ricky Villa. 


: He made just 24 appearances before taking his computer 
* controlled passing game off to Norwich where his talents 
» were fully appreciated. 


* Ten years at Carrow Road with the Canaries and over 300 
* appearances earned Crook a testimonial and a catalogue 
: of plaudits from his fellow pros. 


> Ardiles, whose impish genius helped Spurs to successive 
FA Cup finals, had this to say about the languid Londoner: 
* "He's an immensely talented player who was unfortunate 
* to be at Spurs when they were blessed with so many great 
: midfielders." 


eee 


"He has two good feet, control, vision and perception, 
* When | went into management | had him in mind but never 
~ got the opportunity to buy him." 


~ Crook is a quiet achiever who lists the highlight of his 
~ career as beating German giants Bayern Munich 2-1 
- during a magic carpet ride to the UEFA Cup semi-finals 
* with Norwich in 1994. 


Like many players renowned more for guile and grace 
than searing pace, Crook nominates training as his pet 
~ hate, 


Sea oe oe 


But the love of playing the game remains undimmed. 


"There's a bit left in me yet," he adds. "I've got a one-year 
~ deal with the Spirit and I'm keen 


to extend that if things go well," 
} Brilliant! . ’ reusch:) 


NORTH SYDNEY OVAL 7.30PM © TICKETS FROM TICKETEK. PHONE 9266 4817 
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“Coach Graham Arnold 


is banking on a dash of 


e 
eo?” 
e? 
° 


panache to confound 
the Spirit's rivals 
this season. 


nter 

former 

Sydney United and Carlton 
playmaker Kresimir Marusic, whose sonar- 
propelled passes and tricky little touches earned 
him the Ericsson Cup's Player of the Year mantle 
two seasons ago. 


Marusic is the man Arnold believes will unlock 
defences, just as he did during a stellar debut 
season in Australia with Sydney United in - 
1996-97. _ 


The 28-year-old, who arrived in 
Australia three years ago after an — 
unfulfilled career in Croatia, was ~~” 
homesick for Sydney during an injury-marred stint 
with Carlton, where his artful qualities were often 
misdirected by coach Eddie Krncevic, 


tay, 


: contact@northernspirit.com.au * Web site: www.northernspirit.com.au 


ecoeseeue 


"| never fully adapted to life in Melbourne and 
I'm ecstatic to be back in Sydney," he says. 


"When Graham Arnold approached me before 
the Australia-Iran World Cup qualifier at the 
MCG last November and offered me the chance 
to return, | jumped at it." 


Reflective off the field and deadly on it, Marusic 
is a master at concocting something from 
nothing. 


He wrong-foots opponents with a swivel or a 
dribble and them stabs them through the heart 
with switch-blade sharp distribution. 


"He's magic to watch," adds Arnold. "He's a 
player you can build your team around. 


"He's our main creative force through the 
middle - that's where he's at his most 
effective." 


Marusic was often forced to play out wide on 
the right flank or made to languish on the left 
during his season with Carlton, where wary 
rivals sometimes detailed two players to try 
and quell his menace. 


"He's so slippery and releases the ball with 
such precision. He's a constant threat to teams. 
He's also a free-kick specialist which gives us 
another dimension.” 


NEXT MATCH FRIDA’ 
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Marusic, a would-be Socceroo still awaiting his 
citizenship papers, believes the game here was 
suffering after the heartbreak of missing out on 
France 98. 


"It was going backwards but with teams such 
as the Spirit, Carlton and Sydney Olympic with 
full-time setups, it restores some optimism. 


"The first two games the Spirit has played has 
been in front of a record crowd of nearly 19,000 
at North Sydney Oval and then 15,000 in Perth, 
so this season there is plenty of interest in the 
code," Marusic enthused. 


Marusic turned down offers from Marconi, 
Olympic, Perth Glory and his former club 
Sydney United as well as feelers from China 
and Singapore to link up with the Spirit. 


"Long term there's no telling where my future lies. 
I'm only 28 sol've gota few years left," he added. 


"| want to be the main creator for the Spirit, but 
people must realise it's not always possible to 
make things happen all the time. Since winning 
the player of the year title, the onus has been on 
me to turn it on every week - and that's not easy. 


"Right now we've got to get the Spirit back on 
track. We've got a talented team, a great coach 
and fabulous facilities and once we hit our straps 
we know we can beat any team in the league.” 


NGONG WOLVES. _ 


Now when you become a member of 
NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB, 
you also become a member of 
THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB at West Tweed Heads! 


, . g 
/ m ag | n e eee Centralised Control Panel 


You arrive home. The remote control on Your pool pump is on. Your garden 


and join the 60,000 members who reap the benefits of membership: 


your key ring turns on the outdoor lights — watering system will soon be activated. 
and opens the garage door from the 


In fact, the only thing Oscar hasn’t 
porn el vont done for you is set the table and pour 4 Lived eel age bee ENT 
You walk inside. The entry, hallway and you a drink. @ eh ie ae 1, = Sparel We, pm in OF! 
kitchen lights switch on. Chosen Using Australian designed technology, 24 OCT: OnE ieee ee 
rooms are already heated, or cooled Oscar provides centralised management © MEMBERS’ DISCOUNTS 7 teh ince 2 eae seme 
because the air conditioning was of lights and accessories in the home © POKIE PROMOTIONS 1 oo gece De You Go My Lovely” 
automatically turned on an hour before _ through one control panel. ‘ © BARS AND LOTS MORE Do wot miss this multi-award wtnning suger! 
you got home. It is also an effective intruder alarm. 


vr 


Oscar’ 


Home MANAGMENT SYSTEM 


THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB 
12 Abbott Street, Cammeray Gollan Dr, West Tweed Heads 
PHONE: (02) 9466 8888 PHONE: (07) 5536 3433 
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Ivan KELIC 


Snap 


Express 
Couriers 


James STUBBS-MILLS MEP) Karl HRVOJE 
Philip MOSS : 13 
Tony PERINICH : 
Scott OLLERENSHAW MEE) Ransford BANINI 
Daniel WATKINS | 
Paul BILOKAPIC AEREEA Michael BOSEVSKI 
Paul WEARNE NCE) Frank BAZZANO 
Clayton ZANE 3 | DEAR 
Peter BLAZINCIC ar Martin JOHN 

1 Michael CUNICO.sCdR Zeljko SUSA 

' Paul HENDERSON AMEE) Jason VUKADIN 

Matthew LANGDON MEAP) Ice KUTLESOVSKI 


SERVICE BEYOND 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS 
- CONSISTENTLY 


Local ° Intrastate ¢ Interstate 
International ¢ Courier Specialists 


Vehicle Tracking * Pod’s 
Internet Bookings 

Pre Paid Satchels 

Vans ° Pushbikes J 
Motorbikes 

Trucks 


SNAP EXPRESS 
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TURBINE ADV - 0414620989 


We're behind our 


future champions 


as much as you are. 


ERICSSON 2 


moment of madness in round one. 


And, thankfully - Mark Rudan is a man of his 
word. 


Rudan scored twice, including an inspirational 
injury-time winner against Carlton to send the 
Spirit players into a joyous frenzy. It was a good 
change from recent moods at the club. 


"1 let a lot of people down against Sydney 
Olympic," Rudan said. "But | especially felt that 
| had let Arnie down, 


"He has given me a great opportunity at 
Northern Spirit and he has also handed our 
squad everything we could possible hope for and 
| repaid him, and the club, by getting sent off. 


| "Just before we went out against Carlton | said to 
s Northern Spirit was preparing to run onto ; him that! was going to make up for what | did." 
Av Oval last Sunday for their clash with : Rudan’s redemption and the return from 
Ericsson Cup leaders Carlton, an unusual <u pencion of Luke Casserly and Paul Bilokapic 
exchange took place between defender Mark (both sent off against Perth) hopefully puts an 
Rudan and player-coach Graham Amold. end to Northern Spirits red card blues. 
It wasn’t the first time the pair had spoken in 
the past three weeks, but this time there was a 
greater passion in the air. 


The three send offs started a trend, which was 
tearing the Spirit apart, and Arnold admits 
Rudan’s performance and actions last Sunday 
has administered the perfect remedy. 


Three weeks ago, Rudan traipsed off North 
Sydney Oval a villain - sent offto start what was 
to become the red card blues, for Northern 
Spirit. 


"Things weren’t too good here for a couple of 
weeks and a few people let the club down with 
their actions on the field," Arnold said. 


— = 


Tonight, he returns to Spirit Park a hero after 
steering Northern Spirit to its maiden Ericsson 
Cup victory against Carlton last Sunday after 
scoring both goals in the Spirit's 2-1 win. 


" ‘Rudes’ admitted he had let everyone down 
and he repaid the team with a great performance 
against Carlton. I’m sure that 
when Luke (Casserly) and Billy 
(Bilokapic) return they will look 
at what ‘Rudes’ did and try to 
emulate his deeds. 


" It was an tremendous change of fortune for the 
‘") big defender who admitted he let not only 
himself down, bit his coach, teammates and the 
record crowd of 18,985 when he was shown the 


red card against Sydney Olympic. "The result against Carlton and 


the events of the last week have 
certainly lifted everyones 
spirits and we are ready to 
march on from here." 


Upon his return from suspension last Sunday, 
Rudan approached Arnold in the tunnel and 
promised he would make amends for his 
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E-mail: contact@northernspirit.com.au ¢ Web site: www.northernspirit.com.au. 


BY DAVID MASON 
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: se Northern n Spirit 2 (Mark Rudan 16min and 94min) eiiton 1(M Bresciano 
1omin) at Optus Oval. Crowd: 4209. 


Fen erecceerees 


No f ¢ Sydney United 4 (D Townsend 3min, S Eagleton 4min, D Mitchell 26min, 
0! | M Sterjovski 70 min) Sydney Olympic 1 (C Kalantzis 23min) at Sydney United 


Sports Centre. Crowd: 5,172. 
¢ South Melbourne 2 (V Coveny 24min and 59 min) Newcastle Breakers nil at 
Bob Jane Stadium, South Melbourne. Crowd: 8,115. 
¢ Marconi 2 (B Maloney 37min, K Trajanovski 83min) Canberra 4 (P Buljan 
25min) at Bruce Stadium. Crowd: 2,500. . 
¢ Gippsland Falcons 1 (A Thompson 56min) Adelaide Sharks nil at Mobil Park, q 
Morwell. Crowd: 3,484. 3 
¢ Adelaide City 3 (D Mori 25min and 59min, D Mennillo 43min) Melbourne — 
Knights nil at Hindmarsh Stadium. Crowd: 3,281. 
: ¢ Brisbane Strikers 2 (S Cranney 9min, | Harris 79min) drew with Perth Glory 2 
(B Despotovski 85min, C Boutsianis 88min) at Suncorp Stadium. Crowd: 6,115. 


@eeeeerreov0000 eoeceeceevee CeoCdSSOROCOODELOOCOECS e@oooe 


€ee0vee 


H 


° 
eoeseesccceccenescoccn 


W 


a OE ATW Ox 


e@eocovescossece 


~TABLES--RESULTS-- 


| : Ericsson Cup table: P W ) L F A Pts : 

:PerthGloy == > ES" eer ee ee 
3 :Suutilieboure a 
: ° Carlton 3 2 0 1 9 3 6: 
; : MarconiFairfield == 3° 2, 6, 18 46 Wa new 
] : Sydney Olympic = 3 ~2us 6 me s,s Aa 
: : Sydney United = SCE ee 2 .. DE 
; : 2 Adelaide Sharks a bead. Go 4 “es eae: 
: : Brisbane Strikers sh mh ik, ah 6 MG Bae: 
j : Newcastle Breakers 5 11 CO Mai ae : 
: Gippsland Falcons Bf 1.0m 1. Alm o's : 
: i Adelaide City at om OE UR Gs wa. : 
; > Wollongong Wolves 2) ah fea 2 Posh ay: 
7 : Northern Spirit === S fie (on pees We osha: 
:  reusch-} CanberraCosmos 30 wel, co ¥. 43) a bey OO, 
j Melbourne Knights - 2 o 9 hi vy GRRE 
3 CIOOCHOL G00: 96400 Hobo: dooooo su0dCdcoOd 00" SreaddouUS ecccccesececcccn eeccees 


PE) ericsson CUP RESULTS LINE 4 


CHI C. 


While Ericsson Cup 
debutants Northern Spirit 
are in the midst of an 
injury and suspension 
crises, the news is good 
for one long-term 
casualty. 

Gifted midfielder Gabriel 

"Chi Chi" Mendez is back 
running at training and if 
his attitude towards 
treating injuries is 
anything to go by he will 
be back on deck sooner 
rather than later. 
- Atthe last training session before the opening 
match of the season against Sydney Olympic he 
spent the entire time doing push ups and 
juggling the ball. 

Coach Graham Arnold reported before last 
Sunday's clash with Carlton that he was 
without EIGHT first team players from his squad 
of 24. 

Mendez's impending return may be a sign 
that the Spirit's luck is about to change. 

Northern Spirit defender Luke Casserly has 
_ long been admired for being as cool as a 

cucumber on the field but that reputation was 
- torpedoed during the clubs season launch. 


t earing the 
pe it was 


Cranney. 


E-mail: contact@northernspirit.com.au © Web site: Oy Wt... dr. 


Eric son Cup with his fourth club but his 


teens seneeeeeeeneereascesaecneceeacns 


"Northern Spirit has come ‘up with its own 
version of "Twins" in Robbie Slater and Troy 


The pair, with stocky builds and navy crew cuts . 
have confused many people whenever they step 
out on the same paddock. 

It was never more evident than against Perth Glory 
when one scribe said Robbie Slater made several 
incisive runs down the left flank. 

Funny that, we thought Troy was playing wide on 
the left and Robbie was playing centre midfield. 

A sign at North Sydney Oval for Northern Spirit’s 
inaugural match against Sydney Olympic was so 
close to the mark it was unnoticeable. 

The sign read: "20 years coming, but worth the 
wait". True, but even one hour before the match 
started it had been buried by a sea of people 
that flooded North Sydney Oval. 

In the Northern Spirit media guide was an 
admission from Paul Bilokapic that he is the 
only man in the world not interested in Pamela 
Anderson. 

When asked to nominate four dream dinner 
guests, Billy said he would invite Pamela 
Anderson and his future wife. 

We hear that Pamela is devastated to hear 
Billy does not look upon the Baywatch babe as 
a possible future wife. = 
tee ceceecceeseseccrecccccccnacrccccetceccs 

Supporters looking at ways of injecting a 
Midas touch into Northern Spirit’s 1998/99 
Ericsson Cup campaign should look no further 
than midfield play-maker Kresimir Marusic. 

_ Marusic is playing his fourth season in the 
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ious record speaks volumes for his ability. 
1994/95 he played with — 


d final to Brisbane and te 4 
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club in its first season of existence would be : 

contemplating anything beyond the task at : 
hand. But those behind the Northern Spirit are 
hot given to resting on their laurels. 
It may be difficult, time-consuming, and hugely 
demanding to start an Ericsson Cup club from 
scratch, but it hasnt stopped chairman Remo 
Nogarotto and his board from looking beyond 
the horizon. 
And what they see is a vision shared by an 
assortment of private interests and other 
clubs officials, but one which has still 
to get off the ground - Asia. 
For much of the past three years 
there has been discussion about 
the prospect of an = 
Asia-Pacific competition for ==: 
club sides - a concept which at Ss 
one stage almost materialised ZB. 
into reality. % 
Eighteen months ago television 
entrepreneur Harry Michaels and 
former Marconi-Fairfield coach Berti Mariani: 
reached the point where both the Oceania : 
Football Confederation (OFC) and Asian : 
Football Confederation (AFC) had agreed to : 
formally sanction the idea. Sadly, the financial : 
backing needed for the project failed to : 


| t may appear presumptuous to expect that a 


materialise, a situation which still applies. 
But the feeling is the competition will happen = 
sooner or later - it may even resurrected by the 
Same consortium of interests. For the merit of 
the proposal remains unquestioned. And that is : 
where leading clubs like Northern Spirit come : 
into the equation. Two factors separate club : 
football in this region from the first world of : 
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football. It is under-capitalised, and under- 
utilised. Unlike in Europe and South America, 
clubs and players need more games, not less, 
And for full-time clubs like the Spirit, there is an 
obvious need for extra revenue to justify their 
expenditure. 
A club competition for the best sides in 
Australia, perhaps one from New Zealand, anda 
selection of national champions from Asia is 
made-to-order for television. That makes it 
equally appealing to sponsors, and that - in 
turn - means good money is there to be made. 
The enthusiasm from the big clubs 
in Asia - the likes of Selangor 
(Malaysia), Perouzi (Iran), Al Hilal 
Sm (Saudi Arabia), East Bengal 
== (India), Verdy Kawasaki (Japan) 
== and Pohang Steelers (South 

Korea) - is certainly there. 

The interest from local clubs like 
Brisbane Strikers, Carlton, South 
Melbourne, Northern Spirit, Perth 
Glory, Sydney Olympic and Marconi- 

Fairfield has also been gauged, and is equally 
strong. Even the top two clubs in South Africa 
(Orlando Pirates) and the US (Washington DC 
United) have made encouraging noises about 
getting involved down the track. 

The potential, clearly, is enormous. Turning the a 
dream into reality is the hard part. But with 10 of 
the 15 Ericsson Cup clubs now operating under 

some form of private ownership, the need to 
explore new ventures is a priority. And rest 
assured that the Spirit will be at efron gt 
You, the fans, deserve nothing less. 7 
#Michael Cockerill is a “sportswriter for The sydney f 
Morning Noatd and a commentator for Optus Vision. 
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Graham Arnold has been the most relieved - 


Io a classic understatement to suggest that : 


man in the country this week. In fact, he has 


barely stopped smiling. 

Three weeks of building tension, frustration, 
and anxiety disappeared in the 95th minute of - 
last weekend's match in Melbourne. Mark - 
Rudan - providing the perfect ending to his - 


villain-to-hero script - rose to head home a : 
: : victory for the Spirit, especially with Luke 


cross from Robbie Slater and hand Northern 
Spirit their first win of the season. And Carlton, 


_ the joint competition leaders, their first loss. 


with half of his squad missing through injury 
and suspension. In the face of adversity, a 
genuine team 

spirit has been forged. The coach, and his 
players, will be a better team for it. 

Not that anything is, being taken for 
granted. After three of the toughest fixtures in 
the Ericsson Cup, tonight's match against 
Melbourne Knights looms as a far less 
daunting proposition. But don't be fooled by 
appearances. 

Bottom of the table, without a win to their 
hame, and with a crippling injury list, the 
Knights look to be a pale imitation of the "team 
of the 1990s’. 

Over the past decade the Knights have 
claimed two championships and been runners- 
up on three other occasions. But a policy of 
continually selling their best players (Mark 
Viduka, Joe Spiteri, Damian Mori, Danny Tiatto, 
Steve Horvat and Kresimir Marusic among 
others) inevitably had a use-by date. 

Last season the Knights failed to make the 
finals for the first time in nine years, and this 
* season their squad looks even thinner with the 
* crucial loss of their inspirational captain, 
~ Andrew Marth, New coach Vid Horvat, who 
* played with the club in the 1970s, has been left 
with a huge task to rebuild a competitive squad. 

It all points to another morale-boosting 


: Casserly and Paul Bilokapic back from 
* suspension. And it should be. 


For Arnold, a decorated former Socceroo anda - 


veteran of eight years in Europe, this was truly a ~ 
moment to savour. His first win as a coach, 
coming at the end of a gruelling 90 minutes in 
which he had also played his part as a player. 
In the traumatic week which followed the 
inglorious loss in Perth, Arnold had no shortage ~ 


__ of advice. Among the phone callers were two - 
former national coaches, Eddie Thomson and - 
Frank Arok, Arnold appreciated the gestures. - 
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But he knew, in the end, he had to cross the 2 


_ threshold alone. 


And now he's done it. Away from home, - 


against the previously unbeaten Blues, and 
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= commentator with Optus Vision. 


Yet it is exactly the type of character which the 
* Spirit re-discovered at Optus Oval which has 
- been the foundation stone of the Knights 
~ dynasty of success, They are 
not the sort of team to be 
under-estimated. 
That is the lesson Arnold be 
: been preaching throughout the 
* week. We will all discover over 
* the next 90 minutes how well it 
has been learned. 
© Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter 
with The Sydney Morning Herald and a 
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# Collaroy: 9971 6324 comprehensive range of 
¢ Drummoyne: 9719 8011 exclusive ceramic tiles from 
| # Maroubra: 9344 7022 Ground the world. a sexy balls, Sexy soccer 
| @ Northbridge: 9958 6707 : 
| # Parramatta: 9683 6066 Wall and floor tiles, | 
| Penrith: (02) 4721 0622 terracotta, porcelain, , 
| @ Punchbowl: 9759 6144 exclusive hand painted 


4 Taren Point: 9524 5666 
# Turramurra: 9988 3855 


borders and feature tiles 
come together under one 


OPENING EARLY 1999! roof, together with an : 

unparalleled range of tools, 
ees | A ee = adhesives and sealers. 
| | # Canberra: (02) 6280 6080 ¢ 
Central Coast: (02) 4365 1948 Tilecraft’s Highly trained 

_ # Maitland: (02) 4934 5833 showroom staff can assist 


@ Orange: (02) 6361 9366 
# Wollongong: (02) 4225 9144 


you in colour 
co-ordination, product 


COMMERCIAL DIVISION knowledge and technical | 
# Lidcombe: 9737 9300 and fixing advice. : 
Sexy, yes! 


But it’s what’s on 
the inside that counts!! 
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LATEx CeENTREL 
PERFORMANCE B A L A N c E 
Only LATEX bladders provide TOTAL Only MITRE’S BALANCED backing system provides 
ball PERFORMANCE and POWER unmatched CONTROL and ACCURACY. 
The official ball supplier to: AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS OUTLET. 
E-mail: marketing@tilecraft. com.au www.tilecraft.com.au : 
y _\ a CS Australian Distributors: Australia’s Power Brands Pty Ltd, 
any =) 
A ey ‘ | —h6[B& PO Box 876, Rosebery, NSW 1445. 
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“Boscer. eT RC our Telephone: (02) 9669 5800. Fax: (02) 9669 5933. 


